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BOROUGH  0 F BURY  ST.,  EDMUND  S 


TO  THE  MAYOR 5 ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OP  THE  BOROUGH  OP  BURY  ST,  EDMUNDS , 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I Have  the  honour  to  present  my  40th  Annual  Repeat  on  the 
Public  Health.  Services,  Circular-  2773  of  the  Ministry  of 
health  dated  10th  March  1943'  recommends  that  the  curtailed  Annual 
Report,  which  has  obtained  in  the  last  few  years,  should,  he 
maintained.  It  is,  however,  suggested  that  there  he  some 

reference  to  Diphtheria  Immunisation,  Scabies,  Tuberculosis  and 
Venereal  Disease,  To  these  I should  like  to  add  the  subject  of 
Billeting  of  Evacuees  as  it  has  affected  this  Borough,  and. 
propose  to  deal  with  them  in  some  detail  at  the  and  of  the 
statistical  figures  which  constitute  the  hulk  of  this  report* 

I much  regret  that  for  a great  part  of  last  year  I v;as 
physically  incapacitated  and  unable  to  contribute  personally  to 
the  public  health,  In  this  connection  I should  like  to  thank 

the  Council  for  its  forbearance  in  face  of  any  difficulties  which 
may  have  arisen  during  my  absence,  and  am  glad  to  say  that  on 
reviewing  the  year’s  work  I am  unable  to  find  that  there  was  any 
serious  falling  off  in  the  administration,  I owe  a very  large 
debt  of  gratitude  to  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr,  E,  F->  Eldred, 
who  possesses  a complete  mastery  of  detail  from  our  work  together, 
and  was  able,  without  my  supplying  an  efficient  deputy,  to  ensure 
that  the  standard  of  the  service  was  maintained  throughout c 

I have  the  honour  to  b,e 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Ec  STORK 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 
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S1APP, 


There,  are  no  changes  to  -be  reported  under  this  heading, 
STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. c 


Figures  for  local  populations  have  again  keen  ommibted  at  the 
request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  reasons  of  national  security, 

SUfocial  conditions  - Outdoor  relief.  The  figure©:  for  outdoor 
relief  show  a considerable  decrease,  both  wu  numbers  and.  cost. 


Men 

73 

Women 

104 

Children 

113 

Total 

293 

Cost 

£2230 * 0o  Bo 

9-3) 

[Vj&) 

173) 

(434) 

•*27924  13  c 11) 


Casuals.  ~ The  fall  in  the  number  of  casuals  is  again  definite. 


Men 

370 

(in  9 

W omen 

0 

( 0 

Childr  en 

0 

( 0 

Total 

370 

(419 

Vital  Statistics*-  Comparative  figures  for  1941  are  shown  in 
"bracket  So 

The  "birth  rate  shows  an  increase  over  the  previous  year*  and 
is  above  that  for  England  & Wales.  Stillbirth®  show  a decrease 
over  1941?  hut  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  exceeded  that  of  the 
Country  at  large?  Premature  birth  accounted  for  5 of  the  1® 
deaths,  and  7 were  classified  under  ’’Congenital  Malformations,  birth 
injury  and  Infantile  Diseases” , a confusing  group  which  shows  no 
demarcation  "between  the  figures  provided  by  these  three  widely 
different  causes  of  infant  mortality? 

The  death  rate  is  lower,  hut  higher  than  that  for  England  & 

Wales. 

A satisfactory  feature  of  the  report  is  that  with  a total  of 
32.1  birth®  and  9 stillbirths,  there  was  no  death  of  a mother  from 
sepsis  or  any  other  maternal  cause. 


Live  "birth®, 


Total 

Legitimate  304  (272) 

Illegitimate  17  (15) 


Male 

166  (140 

9 ( s: 


Bernal  e 

138  (132) 

8 ( 9) 


Birth  rate  per  1000  of  Population  ... 

do.  do  England  & Wales 


Stillbirths c - Total  9 (12)  Males  4 (9) 
Rate  per  1000  of  population  ...  ...  ... 

do  do,  England  & Wales  ... 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 


Deaths*  - 


Total 
22?  ( 24^) 


Death  rate  per  1000  of  population  ... 

do.  do.  England  & Wales 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  - 

Puerperal  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 
Total 


..  17.9 

(16.4) 

. . 1 5 o.8 

(14.2) 

Females 

5 (3) 

• 50 

t .68) 

.54 

( .51) 

27.2 

(35.8  ) 

Female 

118) 

118  (128) 

. . . 12.6 

(14.06) 

> , o 1 1 0 6 

(12.9  ) 

0 

0 

0 


Rate  per  1000  total  births  0 


0 
1 
1 

(2.9 


Deaths 

of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  • 

- Total 

Male 

Legitimate 

17  (i3): 

i3  h 

Illegitimate 

1 ( 1) 

0 (o 

Rate  per  1000  live  "births  ...  ... 

• • o 

...  56 

do.  do.  England  & Wales 

• to 

. . * 49 

Deaths 

from  Cancer  ...  ...  ... 

c • • 

...  35 

Mi 

n'  Measles  (all  ages) 

• • 0 

► ! 

© © © ' 

U 

”■  Whooping  c ough 

e»  • • 

...  0 

U 

H Diarrhoea  ( under  2 years) 

• © O 

...  2 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 

HEALTH  SERVICES 

Female 

? (?) 

IS) 


JFhafte  have  he^sa.  maintained  without  change  or  any  reduction  in 

theid?  ef.fLor  enay. 


* 


Infant-  and  Child.  Welfare.  - The  figures  show  that  the  popularity  of 
this  service  has  "been  fully  maintained,  there  being  a striking 
increase  in  the  number,  of  attendances  made  "by  both  infants  and 
children  over  one  year  of  age  to  the  Clinic.  The  number  of  visits 
paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  would  seem  to  have  about  reached  the 
limit  attainable o Miss  Osborne  as  Senior  Heali 

done  her  utmost  to  sustain  the  Centre's  activities 


Numb  e 

5? 

IS 


Total 

il 


of  Cessions  . . . ...  ...  . . <> 

attending  Clinic  - Infanta  under  1 year 
r-  51  Children  over  1 year 

.'limb er  cf  attendances  - Infants  . . . 

H - Children 

Health  Visitors’  Visits  to  Infants  ...  ... 

u ,f  ” Children  ...  , . . 

Evacuees, - 

Number  attending  Clinic.  - Infanta  , ,,  . . 0 

u ',f  u r Children  ...  ... 

Total  number  of  attendances  - Infants 

” - Children 

Health  Visitors’  visits  to  Infants 

Children  . . , 


o o C 

c © o 


n 


ti 


Visitor 

, has 

104  ( 

; 103) 

222  ( 

. 202) 

247  ( 

255) 

1701  ( 

1384) 

1265  ( 

79 9) 

1699  < 

1747) 

2880  ( 

!2787) 

12  1 

[ 55) 

31  < 

46 

62  1 

380) 

132  1 

' 241) 

88  i 

336) 

281  i 

i 584) 

The  School  Clinic  treated  d 1 3T  individual  children,  with  a total  of 
7147  attendances. 

The  Isolation  Hospital . - 14  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  18  cases 

of  Diphtheria  were  treated. 


The  Children’s  Act.-  Fifteen  children  have  been  kept  under 
observation  by  Miss  Osborne,  their  home  conditions  being  uniformly 
satisfactory. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA , 

Water,  drainage  and  sewerage.-  There  were  no.  important  alterations 
under  these  headings. 

Closet  Accommodation.-  All  closets  are  on  the  water  carriage  system. 


SCHOOLS . 


The  Elementary  Schools  are  all ; supplied  with  water  from  the 
public  supply  and  connected  with  the  public  sewerage  system. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION.  OF  FOOD . 

Milk. - The  inspection:  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  has  been  maintained. 
One  licence  to  bottle  T,T.  milk*  and  one  for  the  sale  of  T.T. 

( certified)  milk  fere  issued. 

Meat  and  other  foods. - Three  slaughterhouses,  under  the  control  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  remained  in  use  throughout  the  year  for  the 
slaughter  of  animals  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds  and  surrounding  districts. 
9 9 94, 3 carcases  were  examined. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 
DISEASES  . 

The  table  giving  notifications  at  age  intervals  shows  & total 
of  131  cases.  Of  these  there  were  only  6 fatal,  all  due  to 
Pneumonia,  in  which  the  percentage  still  remains  high,  particularly 
in  people  ever  middle  age.  Of  the  twelve  cases  of  Puerperal 
Pyrexia,  seven  occurred  in  Institutions  and  5 were  notified  by 
General  Practitioners . 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISE.AS.ES.  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS,) 


Vaccination. - The  Vaccination  Acts  are  administered  according  to 
the  Law  as  it  stands. 

P r e v ent i on  of  B 1 indne s s ♦ - Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1 936 . 
The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  deals  with  all'  cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  One  case  was  notified,  which  recovered 
without  ill-effect. 


TUBERCULOSIS . 
fir thi s disease. 

Eight 

male  and  six 

female 
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BHQUESTS 

Eight  inquests  were  held  and  eight  deaths  were  certified  by 
the  Coroner  without  an  inquest. 


Dipt th er la  Immunisat ion , one  of  the  subjects  upon  which,  the  Ministry 
desires  information,  has  been  carried  on  without  interruption  or 
I os  a of  public  interest.  By  means  of  Posters,  Press  asst  ides  and 
i:  flashes”  displayed  at  all  three  Cinemas  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
managements,  the  subject  has  been  kept  well  before  the  public. 

By  December  31st  1942,  846  children  under  5 years  of  age  and 
2.769  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  had  been  immunised, 
giving  percentages  of  65  and  88  respectively.  The  younger  group 
are  still  coming  up  in  satisfactory  numbers. 

Scabies,.-'  It  is  a little  difficult  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  this, 
iu&rfectc  Early  in  the  war  it  was  felt,  and  figures  tended  to  supper 
da  belief,  that  the  increased  incidence  of  scabies  was  due  to  the 
influx  of  evacuees,.  It  cannot,  however,  be  suggested  that  this 
factor  still  holds  good,  because,  even  with  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  evacuee  children,  the  percentage  of  cases  amongst  them  is 
now  very  much  Lower  than  it  is  among,  the  local  child  population. 
There  have  been  instances  where  army  leave  would  appear  to  have 
provided  a starting  point  for  domestic  outbreaks,  but  this  is  a 
matt nx-  upon  which  a more  definite  opinion  will  be  possible  only 
after  further  investigation.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  is 

acre  overcrowding,  today  than  there  was  before  1939?  and  probably 
preoccupations  arising  from  war  conditions  prevent  the  same 
advantage  being  taken  of  such  facilities  for  domestic  and  personal 
cleanliness  as  are  available. 

A cleansing  station  for  adults  was  established  .£n  a spare  block 
st-  ihe  Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  where  11  males  and  31  females 
wo.ro  treated.  School  children  treated  at  the  Clinic  numbered  161 , 
a very  ^lesh  higher  number  than  was  ever  experienced  before  the  war. 


Tuberculosis . ~ The  figures  here  seem  small  and  show  little 
variation  from  those  of  recent  years.  The  14  deaths  do,  however, 
constitute  6%  of  the  total  deaths,  which  is  sufficiently  serious, 
though  relatively  few  when  set  against  the  deaths  from  Cancer,  which 
numbered  35 , and  have  shown  no  reduction  for  the  last  decade  or  more. 

Ven  ere  alii  Disease  * - This  does  not  come  directly  within  the  purview 
of  the  Borough  Services,  being  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  It  is  not  possible,  therefore,  to  give 
any  estimate  as  to  its  prevalence.  Posters  dealing  with  the 
subject  have  been  displayed  in  appropriate  places  and  the  Cinema 
authorities  have  in  this  matter  also  afforded  valuable  help  in 
showing  appropriate  films. 

Evacuation  - A social  problem  and  therefore  one  within  the  scope  of 
a ."weir-- ordered  Health  Administration. 

After  four  years,  it  would  seem  timely  to  refer  to  it. 

At  the  outbreak  of  war  there  was,  of  course,  a very  large  and 
hurried  exodus  of  women  and  children  from  crowded  cities  to  the 
reception  areas  and  Bury  St.  Edmunds  received  its  full  share 
practically  entirely  from  the  East-end  of  London.  As  time  has 
passed,  mast  of  these  evacuees,  here  as  elsewhere,  have  returned  to 
their  homes  as  the  danger  arising  from  enemy  action  has  seemed  to 
diminish  o 

There  has  been  a good  deal  of  criticism  levelled  against  these 
people,  for  their  apparent  shortsightedness  and  lack  of  appreciation 
of  the  facilities  afforded  them.  A brochure  entitled  "Our  Towns  - 
a close  up"  (Oxford  University  Press)  published  at  the  beginning  of 
this  year,  animadverted  very  severely"  against  the  condition  and  habits 
of  many  ex'  these  children.  There  was  no  doubt  ground  for  much  of 
this  criticism,  yet  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  evacuation  at  the 
outset  was  regarded  solely  as  a measure  for  moving  people  from  one 
place  to  another  simply  to  ensure  their  physical  safety.  In  more 
than  the  literal  sense,  railway  wagons  we re  packed  with  hastily 
collected  and  ill-assorted  material  and  run  into  vacant  sidings  - 
the  reception  areas.  On  arrival,  this  material  was  emptied 
regardless  of  its  nature,  into  every  available  receptacle  - the 
■billet  whether  corner,  nook  or  cranny?.  Little  wonder  that  much 
of  the  material  became  damaged,  and  many  receptacles  contaminated  by 
their  decayed  contents.  The  fact  that  the  evacuees  were  mainly 
dwellers  in  crowded  town  areas  and  their  hosts  accustomed  to  rural 
surroundings,  led  to  an  overwhelming  number  of  misfits.  Conditions 
became  disagreeable  for  both  parties,  with  the  result  that  the 
evacuees  generally  were  anxious  to  escape  from  their  exile  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  their  hosts  were  equally  glad  to  be  rid  of  them. 

Before  the  war,  the  Duke  of  York’s,  Summer  Camp-  for  adolescent 
boys  was  annually  acclaimed  as  an  inspiring  and  triumphant  essay  in 
social  leavening.  Evacuation  offered  an  opportunity  infinitely 
greater  for  a blending  of  at  least  some  of  the  many  contrasting 
elements  in  our  young  population,  yet  not  one  authoritative  voice, 
either  with:in  or  without  the  Government,  has  hailed  it  as  suchi. 

One  is  led  inevitably  to  the  conclusion  that  this  is  no  longer 
a purely  administrative  matter,  hut  a very  important  social  one 
affecting  the  domestic  and  even  personal  lives  of  all  concerned. 

There  is  here  very  wide  scope  for  welfare  work;  which  would  bring 
different  sections  of  our  population  into  closer  and  more  sympathetic 
contact.  Time  is  passing  though,  and  unless  the  new  view  prevails 
very  soon.,  ’’evacuation'’  will  be  counted  among  the  lost  opportunities. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAH  1942 
IN  BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS, 


REGISTRAR- 
GENERAL’S 
F IGURES c 


ALL  CAUSES 

1 . Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid  Fevers 

2.  Cerebro -spinal  Fever 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

4.  Whooping  cough 

5.  Diphtheria 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

9 . Influenza 

10.  Measles 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

12.  Asute  infections  Encephalitis 

13*  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (M) 

and  Uterus  (F) 

14«  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17.  Diabetes 

18.  mtra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

19.  Heart  disease 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

21 . Bronchitis 

22.  Pneumonia 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach,  and  duodenum. 

25,.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

26.  Appendicitis 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

31 . Premature  Mrth 

32.  Congenital,  malformations,  Mrth  i»|ury# 

Infantile  disease 

33*  Suicide 

34»  Road  traffic  accidents 
35.  Other  violent  causes 
36t.  All  other  causes 
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